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The Three Fundamental Principles

By Imam Mohammad bin Abdul-Wahab,
may Allah have mercy upon him

Kindly know, may Allah have mercy upon
you, that it is obligatory upon you to have
knowledge of four matters. They are:

(1) Knowledge, which is knowledge and
awareness of Allah, knowledge of His
Prophet and knowledge of the Religion
of Islam with the proofs.

(2) Action upon that.
(3) Calling [others] to it.

(4) Patiently bearing any harm encountered
in that way.



4 The Three Fundamentals

The evidence of this is saying of Allah
Almighty: g ) * 23 & duigh &) * fadligy
&y 150155 150158 Slal 1glasy 1T

As-Shafe'i, may Allah have mercy upon
him, said: "If Allah had sent down to His
creation no other proof besides this Sura
(Chapter), it would have been sufficient for
them."

Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy upon
him, said, "Knowledge must precedes
speech and action, and the evidence is the

verse where Allah Almighty says, ¥ & HEOY
431 @y & Yy 4y [47: 19] In this verse,

Allah  Almighty began by mentioning
knowledge before speech or action.”

Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that
it is obligatory upon every Muslim, male
and female, to learn and act upon the
following three matters:
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The First is that Allah created us and
provided sustenance for us, and He did not
leave us without guidance; rather, He sent
His Messengers to us. So, whoever obeys
Him will enter Paradise, and whoever
disobeys Him will enter the Hellfire. The
evidence of this is the verse where Allah

Almighty says:;,i;l’a [RESER R Pi‘h e Y
I g b Yply Oyl w8
§33 T 610[73: 15-16]

The Second is that Allah is not pleased with
anyone being mixed into worship with Him
neither an angel brought close nor a prophet
that was sent. The evidence of this is His
saying: §1ds dn s 1535 %6 & drwd Sgp [72:
18]

The Third is that whoever obeys the
Messenger (i.e. Muhammad) and worships
Allah Alone, it is not permissible for him to
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have friendship and alliance with those who
deny Allah and His Messenger, even if they
were his closest kin. The evidence of this is
His saying: #31 a3dis &y b5 U3 44 ¥p
S aaell 5T AelT 158 35 By Al 31 1a Gedigs
Wil Sy assl G o adf i 5? i)
RV [V ‘_,.s GE ol BN Cj,
u\ of au.\\ e ng\ u""”?'@'&“‘ gs")
o%u,a.}n.d\ & 4 O3 [58: 22]

Know, may Allah grant you the ability to
obey Him, that Al-Haneefiyaah which is the
Religion of Ibraheem is that you worship
Allah Alone, being sincere to Him in
religion. It is this that Allah has ordered all
mankind with; and indeed He created them
for this purpose. The evidence of this is His

saying: #oskad Yy o3y 4 &l ugk [51:
56]
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In this verse, "to worship Me" means to
believe in the Oneness of Me" alone without
partners.

The greatest of the matters that Allah has
ordered is Tawheed (monotheism) which is
to worship Allah Alone, and the greatest of
the matters that Allah has forbidden is Shirk
(polytheism)  which means associating
partners with Allah. The evidence is His

saying: 455 & 158,55 Y5 &1 1918155 [4: 36]

If you are asked, "What are the three
fundamentals that mankind is obligated to
know?"

Say: "They are the slave's knowledge of his
Lord, his religion and his Prophet, peace be
upon him."
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The first Fundamental
If you are asked, "who is your Lord?"

Say: My Lord is Allah who nurtured me and
the 'Alameen (all other creatures of the
world) with His blessings. He is my Deity,
and | have no other Deity but Him. The
evidence of this is the saying of Allah:

gl op & L [10 2] Al that exists

except Allah is of 'Aalameen (His creation),
and | am part of that creation.”

If you are asked, "How have you come to
know your Lord?"

Say: "Through His signs and His creations.
Among His signs are the night and the day,
the sun and the moon, the seven layers of the
sky and the seven layers of the earth as well
as what they contain and what exists
between them." The evidence of this is the

saying of Allah: 22331 3@l ) wet o
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@l & 19y IR PR PRE SRS R 1P
§05iia5 5] 3487 0) 54> [41: 37]

And His saying: oisleid Gl o dn 35 S
e 258 sl o g F o e g
BT opl i pdiy adly ids G il
$iail & B 1S 58 5 [7: 54]

The "Lord" here is the one who deserves
alone to be worshipped, and the evidence is

the saying of Allah: " 45 Tské1 s @i o
oot A0 el izl G O35 o clazdis Lad ¥
§osadas 205 BT d Tl 36 K &y ol [2:
21-22]

Imam ibn Katheer, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said, "It is only the Creator of all



10 The Three Fundamentals

of these things who deserves to be
worshipped."

The forms of worship ordained by Allah
include Islam (submission and obedience to
Allah), Imaan (true belief), Ihsaan
(perfection of worship), Du'aa (invocation
and supplication), reverential fear, Rajaa
(hope and longing), Tawkul (trust and
reliance), Raghba (fervent desire of the
reward of Allah) and Rahba (dread and fear
from the punishment of Allah), Khoshu'
(reverence and humility), Khashyah (awe),
Inaabah (turning to Allah in repentance),
Iste'aanah (appealing for aid and assistance,
Isti'aathah (seeking refuge), Istighaatha
(seeking rescue), sacrificing, and vowing.
All these forms as well as other ones
ordained by Allah are all to Allah only.

The evidence of this is the saying of Allah
Almighty: & a5 156 56 & Lwad &gy
£35{[72:  18]. Consequently, whoever
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performs one of these rites to anyone other
than Allah, he is a polytheist and unbeliever.
The evidence of this is the saying of Allah

Almighty: G6 & & sy ¥ 51 \.i\ A g 3 aad
$o3&0 2 ¥ 8y 4 dus Bl [23: 117]
And it was narrated in the Hadith:

"Invocation is the essence of worship", and
the evidence of Du'aa is the saying of Allah

Almighty: st &) 380 ol 331 25 Jbgh
§in3 $ar OglbIn ke 18 59,860 [40: 60]
And the evidence of reverential fear [from
Allah] is His saying: 3 olath S35 Gy
Gonaph 38 by 0 by 2k Y6 2233 [3: 175].
The evidence of Rajaa is the saying of
Allah Almighty: s &5 ed g5 68 23p
1351 45 836 3,23 Y5 G- Yls [18: 110].



12 The Three Fundamentals

The evidence of Tawakul is the saying of
Allah Almighty: o8 o) 1558 & b
#&wa3i[5: 23], and His saying: (& §55 cask
§iius 365 [65: 3].

The evidence of the Raghba, Rahba, and
Khoshu' is the saying of Allah Almighty:
15155 Gasp 85 Wby 1 & Dbyl 9 it
§owas W [21: 90].

The evidence of awe is the saying of Allah
Almighty: €523 24322 36 [2: 150].

The evidence of Inaabah is the saying of
Allah Almighty:4 & 15305 285 ) 15155 [39:
54]

The evidence of Isti'aanah is the saying of
Allah Almighty:4 bwisd 8615 L 963 [1: 5]

and in the Prophetic Hadith: "If you seek
help, seek the help of Allah".


http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/tafseer/tabary/sura1-aya5.html
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And the evidence of Isti‘aathah is the
saying of Allah Almighty: § 81 &y 351 185
[114: 1]

The evidence of Istighaathah is the saying
of Allah Almighty: & s oK bgans b
3 [8: 9]

The evidence of sacrificing is the saying of
Allah Almighty: a3 st Seds adke &) 8%
G oy Ll als 4§ as Y el & 4
ekt [6:163]

And evidence from the Sunnah is: "Allah

has cursed anyone who sacrifices for anyone
other than Him."

The evidence of vowing is the saying of
Allah Almighty: &% 58 U3 OG5 ,idy Ogk

$fpleiiid [76: 7]
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The Second Fundamental

Knowledge of the religion of Islam with
the proofs

It is submission to Allah Alone with
Tawheed, yielding obediently to Him, and
disavowing of polytheism and its people.

It has three levels: Islam (submission),
Imaan (true belief) and Ihsaan (perfection of
worship); each of which has its pillars.

Islam has five pillars which are "testifying
that there is no god but Allah, and that
Muhammad is His Messenger, performing
prayers, paying Zakat (almsgiving), fasting
the month of Ramadan and performing Hajj
to the Sacred House of Allah.

The evidence of the Shahadah (testimony)
is the saying of Allah Almighty: ¥ &f & ig&k
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0 el Wb J ol slady 54 ) 4y
§aS3 341 [3: 18]

It means that it is Allah only that is worthy
of being worshipped, and the negation in the
first part of the testimony "there is no god"
refutes entirely everything that is
worshipped besides Allah. The utterance
"but Allah" affirms that Allah Alone
deserves to be worshipped without any
partners. Just as He has no partner in
worship, He has no partner in His Kingdom.

This is explained by the verse in which
Allah Almighty says:

sl ) 05155 & 215 i) ey 4 ) 6 S5
$04ax3 [43: 26-28]
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And His saying: a8 ) 135 e il ¢ 153
Yo Gk a 335 Y5 ) A T S s e
Ly 153580 1335 0 i 095 3 bl Uieks Wiy I
054 6 [3: 64]

The evidence of the testimony that

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah is
the saying of Allah Almighty: Jsa; st 185

St imaidly oS Jay - 22 G e e W8T
a5 [9: 128]

The implication of the testimony that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah is
that one obeys him in all that he has ordered,
believes him in all that he has informed, and
refrains from all that which he has
prohibited. In addition, this testimony
indicates that Allah is worshipped only
according to that which he has prescribed.

The evidence of prayer, Zakat and the
explanation of the meaning of Tawheed
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(Monotheism) is the saying of Allah
Almighty: 5l 4 Gl D 15ka ) 1950 Ggh
%Mx lns é.l.!ij é@f.s\ 1559 oall 15d.d3 c\ais [98:
5]

The evidence of fasting is the saying of
Allah Almighty: #8558 < 1567 Gl G o
4055 8030 1803 o ol o o8 S gl 2
183]

The evidence of Hajj is the saying of Allah
Almighty: &) gl s cadl P e Dk
ol o2 12 i 8B 8 a9 Yo [3: 97]

The second level

Imaan (Belief):

Imaan has seventy and some odd branches;
the uppermost of all these is The Testimony
of Faith: "there is no god but Allah™ while
the least is the removal of harmful objects
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from the road, and shyness is a branch of
Imaan.

The pillars of Imaan are six: to truly
believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His
Messengers, the Last Day and the Qadar
(destiny) both its good and its evil."

The evidence of these six plllars is the
saying of Allah Almighty: \}‘y of ’JJ\ w.!%
dy T a5 S ially B B 1Sasts
§ims ey sty =1 0315 [2: 177]

The evidence of destiny is the saying of
Allah Almighty: & ,i& Sals ¢e 38" Gy [54:
49]

The third level:

Ihsaan:

Ihsaan has only one pillar; it is "to worship
Allah as if you see Him; for though you do
not see Him, verily he sees you."
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The evidence is the saying of Allah
Almighty: §55m2 o Gl 1580 Gl 3o &1 S
[16: 128]

And His saying: @i v>3) ,afJ\ PER

o%('..u\ et 34 &) Gur i) q..lmj boks G 5
[26: 217- 220]

And His saying: o & sl s ols 3 5,55 ugp
Oyiads 3) 15555 (S8 &) a5 e 05l 5 0TS
4 & [10: 61]

The evidence from the Sunnah is the
famous Hadith of Gabriel narrated by 'Umar
ibn Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with
Him, "While we were one day sitting with
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
there appeared before us a man dressed in
extremely white clothes and with very black
hair. No traces of journeying were visible on
him, and none of us knew him. He sat down
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close by the Prophet (peace be upon him),
rested his knee against his thighs, and said,
"O Muhammad! Inform me about Islam."

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) said, "Islam is that you should testify
that there is no deity except Allah and that
Muhammad is His Messenger, that you
should perform prayer, pay the Zakah, fast
during Ramadan, and perform Hajj to the
House, if you are able to do so."

The man said, "You have spoken truly." We
were astonished at his questioning him (the
Messenger) and telling him that he was
right, but he went on to say, "Inform me
about Imaan."”

He (the Messenger of Allah) answered, "It is
that you believe in Allah and His angels and
His Books and His Messengers and in the
Last Day, and in Qadar (fate), both in its
good and in its evil aspects.” He said, "You
have spoken truly."
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Then he (the man) said, "Inform me about
Ihsan.” He (the Messenger of Allah)
answered, "It is that you should serve Allah
as if you could see Him, for though you
cannot see Him yet (know that) He sees
you."

He said, "Inform me about the Hour." He
(the Messenger of Allah) said, "About that,
the one questioned knows no more than the
guestioner." So he said, "Well, inform me
about the signs thereof." He said, "They are
that the slave-girl will give birth to her
mistress, that you will see the barefooted,
naked, destitute, the herdsmen of the sheep
(competing with each other) in raising lofty
buildings." Thereupon the man went off. |
waited a while, and then he (the Messenger
of Allah) said, "O 'Umar, do you know who
that questioner was?" | replied, "Allah and
His Messenger know best.” He said, "That
was Jibril (the Angel Gabriel). He came to
teach you your religion."
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The Third Fundamental

Knowing the Prophet,
peace be upon him

He is Muhammad, son of 'Abdullaah, son of
Abdul-Muttalib son of Haashim from the
tribe of Quraysh who belongs to the Arabs.
The Arabs belongs to the progeny of
Ismaa'eel the son of lbraaheem, may the
peace and blessings be upon him and upon
our Prophet.

The Prophet lived 63 years; from them are
forty before Prophethood and twenty three
as a Messenger and Prophet. His
Prophethood started when Allah revealed
unto him: "Read! In the name of your
Lord..." (the first revealed Chapter in
Quran) and his message started when Allah
revealed unto him: "O you enveloped in
garments! Arise and Warn!" Al-Mudathir
Chapter). His city is Mecca. Allah Almighty
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sent him as a Messenger to warn [people]
against polytheism and to call for
monotheism, and the evidence is His saying:

Py sl e 585 s 5l 5 S @i o
§o ity 1855 5 A6 [74: 1- 7]

"Arise and warn" means to arise against
associating partners with Allah, and to call
the people to worship Allah alone.

“And magnify your Lord” means to magnify
Him with Tawheed,

"And purify your garments” means to purify
your deeds from polytheism.

“Keep away from Rujz” means to keep
away from idols and their worshippers
leaving them and being free from them and
from whoever is associated with them.

During the first ten vyears of his
prophethood, the Prophet, peace be upon
him, continued to call people to Tawheed
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then he was ascended on a journey to the
heavens whereupon the five daily prayers
were made obligatory. The Prophet
performed prayers in Mecca for three years,
thereafter he was ordered to migrate to
Medina.

Migration from the abode of polytheism to
the abode of Islam is an obligation upon
everyone of the Muslim nation and it
remains up till the Last Day. The evidence

of this is the saying of Allah Almighty: &
B 106 328" 00 106 pgudil ol BN 440355 G
e By i il S5 31106 ot ) piniann
e etz W) s Sisls 4igr 2hisls M5B g
S Oyt ¥ Bl Opilatig ¥ 015l sy Jus
s 13k i1 05 e s of 1 ok BB 4
97-99]

And His saying: 3 &) 1547 ol csts 6p
§034s0 566 dan3 [29: 56]
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Al-Baghawy, may Allah be pleased with
him, said: "This verse was revealed to refer
to the Muslims who remained in Mecca and
had not migrated to Medina. Allah called
them: “Oh My slaves who believe!”

The evidence of migration from the
Sunnabh is the Hadith of the Prophet, peace
be upon him: “Migration will not end until
repentance ends, and repentance will not end
until the sun rises from the west.”

When the Prophet settled in Medina, the
other ordinances of Islam were prescribed;
these include the Zakat, fasting, Pilgrimage,
the Adhan (call to prayers), Jihad (fighting
in the way of Allah), and enjoining what is
good and forbidding what is evil. Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him, took ten
years to establish this then he passed away
but the message that he came with has
remained forever.
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This is his religion and there was no good
except that to which he guided his nation
and no evil except that against which he
warned them. The good to which he guided
them is Tawheed and everything that Allah
loves and is pleased with.

On the other hand, the evil against which he
warned them is associating partners with
Allah and everything disliked and prohibited
by Allah.

Allah sent him to all people and nations, and
He ordained that all mankind and jinn
should follow him in obedience. The

evidence is His saying: Jssj &) 91 @i ¢ J8b
$aed 2S3) 1 [7: 158]

Furthermore, Allah Almighty completed the
religion through him and the evidence is in

His saying: &k &y 2Kos oK ELaST a3y
fls o (S5 Loz 5o [5: 3]
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The evidence of the death of the Prophet,
peace be upon him, is the saying of Allah

Almighty: s6a a3 o5) F 048 oill5 Eoa &
§05amai 55 Lis [39: 30-31]

All mankind will be resurrected after death
and the evidence is the saying of Allah

Almighty: #5552 ey a8kt Wy ST @b
ls+ &6 [20: 55]

And His saying: 66 2)¥ o ol digp
G513 15545 & 85 7 [71: 17-18]

After Resurrection, mankind will be called
to account [before Allah] and then they will
be recompensed according to their deeds.

The evidence is His saying: & g&)j%o
G55 sket & 15800 Gl G 21 3 g s
45y 143 5 [53: 31]


http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/tafseer/tabary/sura71-aya17.html
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And whoever denies or rejects resurrection
has disbelieved and the evidence is the

saying of Allah Almighty: of 15 i W5

e 3 e & Sl el p i 06 15k
§peed &0 [64: 7]

Allah has sent all the messengers as bearers
of good news and warnings. The evidence of

this is the saying of Allah Almighty: 'yu,%o

G B i B o ) 585 S ek Gyt
[4: 165]

The first messenger is Nuh, peace be upon
him, and the last is Muhammad who is the
Seal of the prophets. The evidence that the
first messenger is Nuh is the verse of Allah

Almighty: isdis o5 J) st S &) w3 G
douas la [4: 163]
To every nation, Allah Almighty sent a

messenger from the time of Nuh to
Muhammad to command them to worship
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Allah alone, and to forbid them from
worshipping Taghut (false deities). The

evidence is His saying: &f & & Wi idgh
§ sl 11y D 19 of ¥sls [16: 36]

Allah Almighty has made it obligatory upon
all His slaves to disbelieve in false deities
and to worship Allah alone. Ibn Al-Qayyim,
may Allah have mercy upon him, said:
"Taghut (false deities) is what a slave
exceeds his boundary with whether it is one
worshipped or followed or obeyed."

False deities are numerous, but the heads of
them are five: the first is Iblees, may Allah
curse him, the second is anyone who is
worshipped and is pleased with being
worshipped. The third is whoever calls
people to worship him, the fourth is whoever
claims any knowledge of the Unseen, and
the fifth is whoever judges or rules by other
than what Allah revealed. The evidence of
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this is the saying of Allah Almighty: 51 ¥
8 i g
& dy & plaiit ¥ L#’-’}]‘ §3}d‘z’ GERCRINVH ay

e [2: 256]

This is the meaning of "La ilaha illa Allah
(There is no god but Allah)"

In the Prophetic Hadith: "The head of the
matter is Islam, its pillar is Prayer and the
top of its hump is Jihad (fighting in the
cause of Allah)."

And Allah knows best.



